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IN THE UNTTF.n ST ATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: YONEHARA et al. Examiner. M.Kirk 

Serial No.: 10/521,234 Group Art Unit: 1730 

Filed: January 13,2005 Docket: 10873.1574USWO 

Tit,e: METHOD OF DEGRADING PROTEIN USING SULFONIC 

ACID COMPOUND 



Name: Ralynn Wilhelm 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLO SURE STATEMENTS? C.RR. 8 1 07(c)) 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on 
the enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. One of the 
references was recently cited in a Supplemental European Search Report mailed March 
30, 2006. A copy of the search report is enclosed. The remaining references are of record 
in Serial No. 10/517,853. As the parent application already was cited in a double 
patenting rejection in the co-pending application, it is believed that no copy of that 
application is needed. Copies of the references also are available in that application. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on-the-merits. Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration 
of the items listed on the enclosed Form 1449. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each foreign document or 
other information listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. As this application was 
filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the cited U.S. Patent Documents are not included. 
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A concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language document or 
other information is a follows (37 C.F.R. §(a)(3)): 

JP 56-151358 corresponds with US 4,743,559; 
JP 3-30697 corresponds with US 4,954,451; 
JP 59-193354 corresponds with US 4,587,220; 
JP 57-13357 corresponds with US 4,310,626; 
JP 62-169053 corresponds with US 4,755,472. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 
U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or 
otherwise, to establish that the reference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do 
not represent that a reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any 
portion of a reference is intended. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the 
provisions of M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached 
Form 1449, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the 
undersigned with the next official communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 50-3478. 



Respectfully submitted, 

HAM^ SCHUMANN, MUELLER & 

P.O. Box 2902^0902 
Minneapolis^ StfN 55402-0902 



Dated: July 7, 2006 
DPM:pjk:rkw 




;las P. Mueller 
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